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iron * better and tougher than the English * and, except in
the case of the best quality, also cheaper1. After the Res-
toration it was computed that she sent us 12,000 tons a year 2.
In the eighteenth century the quantity of imported Swedish
iron fluctuated from year to year 3. In 1711 it was short of
12,000 tons : in 1714 it nearly reached 20,000 tons : but in
1718, owing to the rupture between the two countries, the
amount sank to 74 tons, and as a result the price of Swedish
iron advanced from £16 to £24 a ton 4. It is significant that
Holland, which exported barely 250 tons in 1716, sent us
nearly 8000 tons in 1718; it is therefore evident that
Swedish iron was coming to England by another channel5.
Russia did not become important as an exporter of iron
until the thirties: in 1714 she sent us 13 tons, but in 1732
over 4000 tons. The quantity grew in later decades until
in 1786 she exceeded Sweden, exporting 26,000 tons as
against 17,000 tons. Other sources of supply included Spain
and the East Country. The total imports of bar iron from
all countries were between 14,000 and 22,000 tons in the
second decade (except in 1717 when they fell to 7500 tons);
and between 22,000 and 26,000 tons in the fourth decade 8.
Roughly speaking, two-thirds of the iron manufactured here
came from abroad.
This dependence on foreign supplies for a commodity An early
" so essential to the support of our fleet and of our naviga-
tion in general " 7 appeared a national danger.   It aroused *»* '
opposition also on other grounds : it was held to drain away
specie, and to expose native ironmasters to a competition
which they could not meet on account of high wages and
cost of carriage.   The best quality of Swedish iron fetched
£17, but other qualities were sold as low as £13:   Russian
1 Standish, New Directions far the Planting of Timber (1613), 4 ; Staff
Papers Domestic, 1668-1669, p. 140.
*	State Papers Domestic, 1668-1669, p. 140.
8 The table of foreign imports is given in Scrivenor, History of the Iron
Trade (ed. 1841), 325 seq. See also House of Commons Journals, TnmT
772, 851 ; xxiii. 112.
4	Autobiography of William Stout of Lancaster (ed. 1851), 94 (see infra,
Appendix, p. 493, No. 2).
5	" Holland enjoys the trade to our great detriment" ;   Hist.
Comm. Stuart Papers, vi. 105, 444.
•	Scrivenor, op. cit, 325 seq., 358.
7 House of Commons Journals, xxii. 851.
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